This data article is on riparian vegetation species richness in four different streams located in the Sultan Mahmud Hydroelectric dam, also known as Kenyir dam and commonly referred to as Tasik Kenyir, Terengganu. The dataset consists of three reservoir-island streams and the other is a small stream located on the mainland. A total of 41 families and 90 species of riparian plants were reported for the first time after 34 years of the establishment of the Sultan Mahmud Hydroelectric dam. Trees contributing 60% of the species recorded in this study and the others were non-tree species, including climbers, ferns, epiphyte, herbs, shrub, strangling trees and palms. Among the recorded riparian plant species, two are introduced which are Clidemia hirta and Mimosa pigra. The highest diversity of riparian plant found in the stream of Sungai Kiang, followed by Sungai Ikan and Sungai Saok with 46, 29 and 17 species respectively for the reservoir-island streams. The mainland stream, Sungai Siput recorded 37 species. These riparian plants provide important ecosystem services, among others soil stabilization, habitat and food for aquatic fauna and water filtration. In terms of plant utilization potential and values, 47 species are identified having medicinal value, 10 species with ornamental value and another 36 species are timber trees. Our study demonstrates that the riparian plants are closely linked to stream size with variability associated with types of stream systems. The data
collected also demonstrates that the riparian plant community is at the seral stages of riparian forest. This is indicated by the increase in plant species richness as the vegetation gradually changes from riparian towards mature forest composition. To secure ecological functions of Tasik Kenyir riparian plant assemblages, particularly in stabilizing the lake's margin and riverbank, it is recommended that monitoring and legal protection may need to be imposed by local authority.
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Data
This data article presents survey results of the riparian vegetation diversity and their presence in three small reservoir-island streams and a small stream on the mainland that flow into the Sultan Mahmud Hydroelectric dam, Terengganu (Table 1) . From these, additional information such as, ecosystem services (e.g., timber, ornamental and medicinal plants) ( Tables 1 and 2 ), introduced Specifications How data was acquired Enumeration along a 100 m distant on the left and right stream banks about 50 to 100 m from the lake margin of highest high water level of the reservoir
Data format
Raw and Analyzed
Experimental factors
All visible riparian plants were identified at the sampling site when possible and plant cuttings were made to assist species identification. Saplings and seedlings were not collected or identified in this study.
Experimental features
Data on riparian vegetation were collected based on the presence/absence of species at the selected sites. Species of plant that are found within the 100 m distance x 5 m width will be recorded. In each plot, the tree, shrub and herb species were recorded accordingly. 
Value of the Data
This data include several types of plant species presence in three reservoir-island streams and a small stream on the mainland that flow into Tasik Kenyir, Terengganu. The data are the first record of riparian vegetation along streams that were previously severely degraded by the construction of the Sultan Mahmud Hydroelectric dam. This data may be used to underpin for management and conservation of riparian ecosystem in the tropics. The information related to the potential utilization of the plants (e.g., in medicinal, ornamental and timber) and the type of plant found in the study areas were also given. Trees are more common among the riparian plant contributing 60% of the species recorded in this study and the other non-tree species consists of climbers, ferns, epiphyte, herbs, shrub, strangling trees and palms. The checklist will allow researchers to collaborate, extend their checklist and broaden their statistical analyses especially on spatial scale (comparing disturbed-undisturbed habitats) and beta-diversity (interhabitat similarity). invasive alien species and the types of plants (e.g., tree, herbs, shrubs, climbers) ( Tables 1 and 3) were given which might be useful for forest regeneration comparison, model for natural succession of riparian ecosystem, natural flooding and river banks' control, pathway for invasive species, conservation as well as their geographical tolerance and adaptations. Incidence-based species richness information is translated into inter-habitat similarity data to compare their relative similarity in species presence (Fig. 1) . The presence of more common species between a pair of sites resulted in higher site similarity which signifies physical and biological affinity between locations (i.e., streams). The data are also interpreted using common similarity index (Jaccard's) to derive the inter-streams similarity values (Table 4) which are useful for spatial and beta-diversity assessments within the similar geographical ranges.
Experimental design, materials, and methods
Site visits were made to record all riparian plants found along a 100 m distance x 5 m width on both banks from three reservoir-island streams and one stream on the mainland within the Sultan Mahmud Hydroelectric dam. The survey belts were set up about 50e100 m from the lake margin of highest high water level of the reservoir. The areas covered were Sungai Ikan, Sungai Kiang, Sungai Saok and Sungai Siput. Plant collection and observation were carried out by researchers to cover as much area as possible during the visit. Plants that were found within the belt distance were identified in situ. Plant cuttings for identification especially the infertile plant were made. Plant identification was also carried out in the laboratory based on herbarium specimens. All plants were identified to family, generic and species level based on the relevant identification book [3, 4] . The data were briefly analyzed to obtain a similarity index between a paired streams based on the Jaccard index using Paleontological Statistics Software Package (PAST) v.3. Cluster analysis was done on similar data set using the same software to graphically illustrate the inter-habitat relationship based on the presence of riparian vegetation at those locations.
